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Hectic Films Announces PATHOGEN , New
Independent Horror Production Now Casting and Raising
Funds

Bakersfield filmmaker Rickey Bird Jr. follows the success of award-winning documentary KERN OIL with
an original supernatural horror project, inviting actors and supporters to get involved directly through
HecticFilms.com.

BAKERSFIELD, CA — November 2026 — Hectic Films Productions has announced its next independent horror

project, PATHOGEN , a psychological and supernatural horror production directed by Bakersfield filmmaker

Rickey Bird Jr.

Following the release of the award-winning documentary KERN OIL on Amazon Prime Video, Hectic Films is

returning to independent horror with a new production designed for vertical-screen storytelling. The company is

accepting casting submissions and production contributions directly through its website, HecticFilms.com.

A Terrifying New Horror Experience

PATHOGEN  explores the disturbing intersection of technology, paranoia, and supernatural terror, where

familiar digital interactions begin to reveal something far more sinister. Developed as a vertical horror series, the

project will combine cinematic suspense, unsettling imagery, and practical horror effects in a format designed for

modern mobile audiences. The filmmakers are keeping key story details confidential as the project enters

pre-production.

Building on the Success of KERN OIL

Hectic Films’ latest feature documentary, KERN OIL, premiered in February 2026 at the historic Fox Theater in

Bakersfield before earning multiple independent film festival awards and an 8/10 review from entertainment

publication Film Threat. The documentary is now available on Amazon Prime Video, bringing stories from

California’s oilfields to a national audience. With PATHOGEN , Hectic Films is shifting back to inventive,

independently produced horror entertainment.

Help Bring PATHOGEN  to Life

Hectic Films is inviting horror fans, independent cinema supporters, and members of the community to help finance

the upcoming production. Rather than relying on traditional studio financing, the filmmakers are raising production

funds directly through the official Hectic Films website.

Contributions will support essential filmmaking expenses, including cast and crew compensation, practical horror

effects, makeup, production design, transportation, meals, and post-production. Every contribution helps

independent filmmakers create original entertainment outside the traditional Hollywood system.

Support the production: https://www.hecticfilms.com

Official Casting Now Underway
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Hectic Films is also accepting casting submissions for PATHOGEN  through its official website. Actors

interested in participating can visit HecticFilms.com for casting information and submission instructions. The project

will be filmed using a compact production schedule and a small, dedicated crew, emphasizing strong

performances, atmospheric filmmaking, and practical effects.

Casting submissions: https://www.hecticfilms.com

Independent Horror From Bakersfield, California

Hectic Films continues to develop original productions with a do-it-yourself filmmaking philosophy that emphasizes

creative freedom over expensive studio infrastructure. For director Rickey Bird Jr., PATHOGEN  represents

another opportunity to demonstrate what independent filmmakers can accomplish with a strong concept, a

passionate crew, and a resourceful production approach.

As development continues, the company plans to share casting announcements, behind-the-scenes updates,

production milestones, and additional information through its website.

Get Involved

Whether you are an actor looking for your next role, a horror fan interested in supporting original filmmaking, or

someone who simply loves independent movies, Hectic Films invites you to become part of PATHOGEN .

Apply for casting. Support the production. Follow the horror. Visit HecticFilms.com.

About Hectic Films Productions

Hectic Films Productions is an independent film production company based in Bakersfield, California, led by

filmmaker Rickey Bird Jr. Specializing in resourceful, unconventional storytelling, the company produces original

feature films, documentaries, and genre entertainment. Its recent documentary KERN OIL earned multiple

independent film festival awards and is available on Amazon Prime Video.

Media, Casting, and Production Inquiries

Hectic Films Productions

Rickey Bird Jr. — Director / Producer

Email: rickey@hecticfilms.com

Phone: (661) 932-8015

Website: https://www.hecticfilms.com
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